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By Dan Carmody

Since 1891 Eastern Market has connected residents with food producers. In 2016, Eastern Market will be

celebrating its 125th anniversary and we intend to celebrate by working over the next three years to

complete the transformation that Eastern Market Corporation (EMC) — the nonprofit that manages the

market — has been implementing over the past few years.

What’s ahead?

Completion of Shed 5

Currently under construction, Shed 5 will include three distinct features when completed. The heart of our

plant and flower sales will be enhanced with better lighting and watering, the Eastern Market Community

Kitchen will allow us to increase our incubation of food businesses and our engagement and education

offerings with regard to healthier eating, and the Eastern Market Commons Room and the Shed 5 Plaza

will provide more space for sitting on busy market days and for community events at other times.

Completion of Shed 5 will also allow the launch of the Sunday Market. It will be the site for the Eastern

Market Sunday Brunch one of the three features that will insure that the Sunday Market is a completely

different experience than the Saturday Market. The other two features are the use of Sheds 2 and 3 for

the sale of Michigan Made Arts & Crafts, collectibles, antiques and flea market items, and the use of

Sheds 4 and 6 by area car, truck, tractor and motorcycle clubs for display of their prized possessions.

Healthy Market Hall

Eastern Market strives to be a source of good food seven days a week — not just on the days the market

is open. Long on our list has been the development of a market hall that features permanent vendors

selling great food all week long. While there are a number of excellent food businesses around the market

none of them offer the diversity of fruits and vegetables — found at the Saturday or Tuesday markets.

To make healthy food available at more times throughout the week, EMC is working with the new owners

of Gratiot Central Market to expand that great butcher shop. By adding some of the following options into

the building just east of that market (purchased recently by EMC) we will be able to help Gratiot Central

Market diversify its products:

- Eastern Market Farm Stand — A great selection of fruits and vegetables six days a week.

- Drop In Food Clinic — A joint venture with area health care providers, insurers and MSU Extension to

provide information about healthier eating for those with diet related illnesses.

- Community Restaurant — A restaurant with a delicious healthy food menu where patrons pay what they

can afford.
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- Gratiot Commons — A flexible space for community events and for use by street vendors on days with

inclement weather.

Greenway System completion and streetscape improvements

Federal funding has been secured to complete Phase II of the Dequindre Cut greenway from Gratiot to

Mack avenues (a bike trail will continue from Mack to Hamtramck via city streets) and to complete Phase

IV of the Midtown Loop from Mack and John R to intersect with the Dequindre Greenway at Wilkins. This

will enable walkers, bikers and runners to move between Wayne State, DMC, Eastern Market, the

riverfront and downtown, helping connect workplaces with residences, shopping and recreation.

In addition, Phase I of Eastern Market streetscape will improve the pedestrian safety and appearance of

Russell Street, Market Street, the Fisher Freeway service drives and the big parking lot at the north end

of the market. This will better connect Shed 2 with Gratiot Central Market and provide additional

sanctioned street vendor spaces in areas with high pedestrian traffic.

Other projects to be completed include the replacement of three bridges along the Dequindre Cut, better

pedestrian and vehicular way-finding systems, improvements to the Eastern Market Parking Garage and a

replacement for Shed 4.

Lots of dust will be flying around Eastern Market over the next three and one half years but mark your

calendars for July 1-3, 2016 when we will celebrate the midpoint in Eastern Market’s 250-year journey!

The next few years will be exciting ones at Eastern Market. If you have any ideas to grow the market

please contact me at dcarmody@detroiteasternmarket.com. I would love to hear from you.

Dan Carmody is the president of Eastern Market.

About The Author

The Michigan Citizen

Related posts

Leave a Comment

You must be logged in to post a comment.

Twitter

about 32 minutes ago i said, Duggan stays

on. Election commission votes 2-1 in favor

of leaving Mike Duggan on the ballot.

Council President Charles Pugh votes no.

about a day ago i said, Photos: Minister

Louis Farrakhan in Detroit May 17

http://t.co/Jk4GbyDsJg

about 2 days ago i said, Barrow says

Duggan was not a Detroit resident according

to City Charter.

about 2 days ago i said, Tom Barrow has

asked City Clerk Janice Winfrey to

disqualify Mike Duggan and remove his

name from the mayoral ballot.

about 2 days ago i said, Cockrel: When

hiring for the City of Detroit, which may file

bankruptcy, it's like asking if they want to

be a crew member of the Titanic.

Facebook

Michigan Citizen

Like You like this.

You and 1,966 others like Michigan Citizen.

0

Share ShareShare 0

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fmichigancitizen.com%2Fhalf-way-there-eastern-market-transforming-ahead-of-125th-anniversary%2F&text=Half%20way%20there%3A%20Eastern%20Market%20transforming%20ahead%20of%20125th%20anniversary%20%E2%80%93%20The%20Michigan%20Citizen&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmichigancitizen.com%2Fhalf-way-there-eastern-market-transforming-ahead-of-125th-anniversary%2F
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmichigancitizen.com%2Fhalf-way-there-eastern-market-transforming-ahead-of-125th-anniversary%2F
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmichigancitizen.com%2Fhalf-way-there-eastern-market-transforming-ahead-of-125th-anniversary%2F
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmichigancitizen.com%2Fhalf-way-there-eastern-market-transforming-ahead-of-125th-anniversary%2F
http://michigancitizen.com/half-way-there-eastern-market-transforming-ahead-of-125th-anniversary/#
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmichigancitizen.com%2Fhalf-way-there-eastern-market-transforming-ahead-of-125th-anniversary%2F&title=Half%20way%20there%3A%20Eastern%20Market%20transforming%20ahead%20of%20125th%20anniversary!
http://michigancitizen.com/100-days-of-action-called-for-to-bring-about-change-we-can-believe-in/
http://michigancitizen.com/a-new-dream/
http://michigancitizen.com/community-based-school-opens-in-detroit/
http://michigancitizen.com/community-based-school-opens-in-detroit/
http://michigancitizen.com/turn-vacant-land-into-small-farmsteads/
http://michigancitizen.com/turn-vacant-land-into-small-farmsteads/
http://michigancitizen.com/emeac-celebrates-women-and-people-of-color-in-leadership-at-community-event/
http://michigancitizen.com/emeac-celebrates-women-and-people-of-color-in-leadership-at-community-event/
http://michigancitizen.com/new-work-and-community-production-eyes-on-detroit/
http://michigancitizen.com/author/admin/
http://michigancitizen.com/mc/wp-login.php?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fmichigancitizen.com%2Fhalf-way-there-eastern-market-transforming-ahead-of-125th-anniversary%2F
https://www.facebook.com/TheMichiganCitizen
https://www.facebook.com/TheMichiganCitizen
https://www.facebook.com/TheMichiganCitizen
https://www.facebook.com/kibibid
https://www.facebook.com/aurora.harris.9
https://www.facebook.com/elisa.gurule
https://www.facebook.com/ebony.roberts.37
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=2261333
https://www.facebook.com/kat.a.hartman
https://www.facebook.com/tia.lebherz
https://www.facebook.com/elena.herrada2
https://www.facebook.com/michelle.e.brown
https://www.facebook.com/greg.willerer
http://twitter.com/MichiganCitizen/status/337645315886833665
http://twitter.com/MichiganCitizen/status/336936143595642880
http://t.co/Jk4GbyDsJg
http://twitter.com/MichiganCitizen/status/336917939074777089
http://twitter.com/MichiganCitizen/status/336917899635732480
http://twitter.com/MichiganCitizen/status/336859526328356864
http://michigancitizen.com/mc/wp-content/plugins/adrotate/adrotate-out.php?track=MTksMCwwLGh0dHA6Ly9taWNoaWdhbmNpdGl6ZW4uY29tL2JhcnJvdy1pbGwtdGFrZS1jb250cm9sLw=
http://michigancitizen.com/mc/wp-content/plugins/adrotate/adrotate-out.php?track=MTgsMCwwLGh0dHA6Ly9taWNoaWdhbmNpdGl6ZW4uY29tL2tyeXN0YWwtY3JpdHRlbmRvbi10YWxrcy1hYm91dC0yMDEzLW1heW9yYWwtcnVuLw=
http://michigancitizen.com/mc/wp-content/plugins/adrotate/adrotate-out.php?track=MjEsMCwwLGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubWljaGlnYW5jaXRpemVuLmNvbS9kdWdnYW4tcnVucy1vbi1yZWNvcmQv
http://michigancitizen.com/mc/wp-content/plugins/adrotate/adrotate-out.php?track=MjAsMCwwLGh0dHA6Ly9taWNoaWdhbmNpdGl6ZW4uY29tL2hvd3plLWktc3RhbmQtd2l0aC1kZXRyb2l0ZXJzLw=
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?app_id=309437425817038&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fmichigancitizen.com%2Fhalf-way-there-eastern-market-transforming-ahead-of-125th-anniversary%2F&display=popup
javascript:void(0);
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://michigancitizen.com/half-way-there-eastern-market-transforming-ahead-of-125th-anniversary/&media=http://michigancitizen.com/mc/wp-content/themes/goodnews-v4.5.1/images/default.png&description=Half%20way%20there:%20Eastern%20Market%20transforming%20ahead%20of%20125th%20anniversary


Recent Posts

Michigan: Where democracy

used to live

May 23, 2013

Fallout from my Tea Party

‘Taliban’ comment… What is the

lesson here?

May 23, 2013

Student loan crisis is coming to

a head

May 23, 2013

Obama tells Morehouse grads,

‘lead by example’

May 23, 2013

Tale of two cities: Is social media re-

segregating Detroit?

May 23, 2013

Journey for Education Justice

State Takeover of Detroit Library



Your EmailYour Email SubscribeSubscribe

Most Popular

‘Bing is corrupt, we want him gone’

Flower Power: Don’t kill the Dandelion, eat it

and let it grow

Job training contractor calls foul play on DESC

Angela Davis defines what freedom really

means

Big food and local/global grabbing

Comments

al: If Mr. Ross 's salary is 3% of

the school budget he should be

accounta ...

al: Dear Sir We lost a of our

intelligent clout when city

workers, teach ...

Tom Barrow: Yes..but the

lawlessness is so rampant that

the Mayor's office will si ...

A.Derdelakos: Why not request

an investigation by the City's

new office of Inspector ...

The Michigan Citizen: Davis will

appear Oct. 24, 7-10 p.m. at

Fellowship Chapel, 7700 W. Out

...

© 2012 The Michigan Citizen All Rights Reserved | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy

http://michigancitizen.com/bing-is-corrupt-we-want-him-gone/
http://michigancitizen.com/flower-power-dont-kill-the-dandelion-eat-it-and-let-it-grow/
http://michigancitizen.com/job-training-contractor-calls-foul-play-on-desc/
http://michigancitizen.com/angela-davis-defines-what-freedom-really-means/
http://michigancitizen.com/big-food-and-localglobal-grabbing/
http://michigancitizen.com/dsa-parents-imposed-board-an-obstacle/#comment-418
http://michigancitizen.com/bing-is-corrupt-we-want-him-gone/#comment-322
http://michigancitizen.com/bing-is-corrupt-we-want-him-gone/#comment-293
http://michigancitizen.com/bing-is-corrupt-we-want-him-gone/#comment-158
http://michigancitizen.com/angela-davis-defines-what-freedom-really-means/#comment-142
http://twitter.com/michigancitizen
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Citizen/288116668101
http://michigancitizen.com/feed/
http://michigancitizen.com/terms-of-use
http://michigancitizen.com/privacy-policy

